
Plant Vogtle is a 4-reactor nuclear power plant located near Waynesboro, Georgia. In 2009 Georgia Power, a subsidiary of Southern 
Company, began constructing Units 3 and 4 with an approved total budget of $14 billion and a 7-year construction timeline. But 

that’s not what happened: Units 3 and 4 took 15 years to complete and cost a scandalous $36 billion. 

PLANT VOGTLE BY THE NUMBERS:
THE MOST EXPENSIVE POWER PLANT EVER BUILT ON EARTH

HOW DID PLANT VOGTLE IMPACT GEORGIA POWER 
CUSTOMERS’ ELECTRICITY BILLS? 

After years of being told the new reactors would put “downward pressure on rates” or only 
modestly increase rates 2-3%, on May 1, 2024, Vogtle driven rate increases were a 24.7%, the 
largest rate increase in Georgia history. 

Georgia Power’s bills were already the 5th highest in the nation. Vogtle and other rate 
increases have caused 2024 residential disconnections to soar, up 20% from the same time 
period in 2023. PSC Commissioners have made no comment nor responded to a 10-fold 
increase in consumer complaints.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WHY VOGTLE WAS SO EXPENSIVE VISIT WWW.TRUTHABOUTVOGTLE.COM.

WHAT DID GEORGIA POWER GAIN?

Georgia Power increased their rate base, the �gure on which they 
earn pro�ts, a stunning $11 billion for their 45.7% share of Vogtle 
while gaining just 1,015 megawatts or 7.5% new capacity. As a 
result of this large rate base expansion pro�ts are soaring. 

HOW DOES THE COST OF VOGTLE’S NEW 
REACTORS COMPARE TO OTHER TYPES OF 
GENERATION?

The electricity generated from Plant Vogtle is costing Georgia Power 
customers $160/MWh (megawatt hour), at a time when retail 
electricity costs only about $30/MWh to generate. The $36 billion price 
tag makes Plant Vogtle the most expensive power plant ever built on 
Earth, and electricity costs are eight to ten times higher than any other 
type of electricity. 

WHAT ARE THE REASONS THE GEORGIA PUBLIC 
SERVICE COMMISSION (PSC) FAILED GEORGIANS?

There are several: 

Georgia Power’s attorneys, partners at Troutman Pepper representing Georgia Power with 
business before the commission, donate thousands of dollars to Commissioners. These large 
sums have favorable outcomes for the utility in rate proceedings, as intended.  

Georgia defunded its Consumer Utility Counsel, an agency responsible for representing 
consumer interests at rate proceedings. This loss has been devastating: anti-consumer billing 
practices have proliferated and unprecedented rate increases have taken place.

None of the commissioners are Georgia Power customers. They pay their home electricity bill 
to EMCs which are nonpro�ts with lower electricity rates. Georgia Power customers have no 
representation on the commission. 


