
Representative Don Parsons’ legislative record 
As Chair of the House Energy & Utilities Committee, Representative Don Parsons has 
complete control over which energy bills receive committee hearings and votes. During 
his tenure, he repeatedly prevented legislation expanding distributed solar and 
customer energy choice from advancing, while supporting legislation favorable to 
Georgia Power.

Legislation Parsons blocked:

HB 1304 (2026) – Balcony Solar. Would have allowed Georgians to install small 
balcony solar systems without obtaining utility approval. Balcony solar is legal in ten 
states and used by millions of households in Germany and Spain. The bill never 
received a vote.

HB 507 (2025) – Georgia Homegrown Solar Act. Would have expanded community 
solar power, lowering electricity costs for renters and residents of multifamily housing. 
The bill never received a vote.

HB 1152 (2024) – Georgia Homegrown Solar Act would have expanded  
Georgians’ access to community solar and improved customer access to their 
own energy usage data. Parsons did not let it get a vote.

HB 402 (2025)– Establishment of Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards for 
electric service providers would have immediately lowered utility fuel  
costs and accelerated renewable energy which is now far less expensive than any other 
generation source. It is not as profitable for Georgia Power so they oppose this and any 
legislation that expands solar. Rep. Parsons did not let it get a vote.

Bills Parsons supported

Parsons supported HB 1063, legislation that was presented as providing accountability 
for utilities by requiring them to accurately allocate grid costs to data centers. HB 1063’s 
intention was to make voters believe there were guidelines to protect them from data 
center cost shifting, when it didn’t. That bill passed the House but not the Senate.

Parsons sponsored HB 1320, which sought to amend Code Section 46-3A-2 for 
Georgia Power’s Integrated Resource Plan, by adding (D) Facilities which use nuclear 
energy to generate electricity to the list of possible sources of supply. Under his 
leadership HB 1320 passed out of committee on February 25, 2026, but did not receive 
a vote in the House. 

During committee discussions for HB 1320 Parsons described nuclear fusion as a near-
term solution to rising electricity demand, and said that a single fuel pellet could power 



the entire country's electricity needs. Despite decades of research, commercial fusion 
power remains out of reach because the necessary temperatures and pressures 
remains an unresolved engineering challenge.

Note that there is a vast supply of nuclear fusion already in existence: it’s called the sun. 

The irony of Parsons' disproportionate concern over the safety of balcony solar, which 
has the wattage of a hair dryer, while ignoring the risks of nuclear power, a technology 
that has a history of catastrophic accidents, produces hazardous radioactive waste, and 
costs enormous amounts of money, underscores Parsons support for Georgia Power’s 
legislative priorities.

Summary
Rep. Don Parsons became Chair of the House Energy & Utilities Committee in 2017, 
the same year Plant Vogtle's soaring costs helped bankrupt Westinghouse and led to 
the cancellation of South Carolina's twin nuclear project, triggering state and federal 
investigations, multi-million dollar fines, and prison sentences. 

Despite Plant Vogtle finishing seven years late, $17 billion over budget, and causing a 
25% residential rate increase, the largest rate increase in state history, Parsons has 
never conducted a committee investigation. 

Two years after Plant Vogtle’s completion, with no understanding of what went wrong at 
Vogtle and no apology to Georgia Power customers left paying the price, Parsons 
continues his support for nuclear power with new legislative efforts. 

On May 7, 2026, Rep. Parsons received 
a Nuclear Champion award from Nuclear 
Matters, which he proudly posted on his 
Facebook page.  


